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SUMMARY

An RSS feed allows unlocking data on a website so it can be used by others. 00t hersd can be
visitors of the website or other websites. Examples of RSS feeds are news feeds. Reading web

copy using an RSS reader saves the Internet user surf and search time. Offering an RSS feed is

called syndication , and using an RSS feed is called aggregation. RSS stands for O6Really S

Syndicationd.
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1 INTRODUCTION

An RSSfeed allows making links to information on a website available to others. 6 Ot her s 8
visitors of the website or other websites. A website manager can, for example, include these links
automatically in the homepage of his own website. With an RSS reader, a visitor can retrieve the
offered RSS and can see directly if new information has been posted on that website. Examples of
RSS feeds are news feeds.

Reading web copy using an RSS reader saves the Internet user surf and search time. The programs
are intended for Internet users who want to keep abreast of news in their fields of interest on the
Internet. RSS is used mainly for websites that are updated frequently, such as news sites,
community sites, and web logs.

converted into a format
Information offered in RSS format is called an RSS feed.

The websiteds data i s
information in their own environment.

Offering an RSS feed is called syndication and using an RSS feed is called aggregation.RSS stands
for O6Really Simple Syndicationd.

Example of using RSS feedson the Google.com site (the news from CNN.com is imported by
reading in the RSS feed from CNN onthe Google site):

2l Google - Microsoft Internet Explorer

© Fle Edt Yiew Favortes Tooks Help &x

Qe - © - ¥ A & f_)SEarch 57 Favarites {2) [:.?;‘- :{, M- J#E § 3

¢ address €] hetp . google.com/grhl=en

v B

Classic Home | Sign in

 Links @] Custc

Web Images Video MNews Maps more»

Advanced Search
Freferences

Google

l Google Search ][ I'm Feeling Lucky ] Language Tools

Welcome to your Google homepage. Make it your own.
[Already have a page? Sign in to see your stuff)

Weather Date & Time

Get weather forecasts for your o
hometown and favorite places around
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 the glahe

S ° 0 S 12 g Enter your ZIP code:

El o s

i1 1z 13 14 15 18 17
18 18 20 21 22 23 24
25 2zp 27 2§ 1 z 3
4 S & 7 L 9 10

Google Calendar
% February 2007 S
S0 M Tu w Th F Sa

Top Stories
US friendly fire video leaked
Cay Compass - all B68 related »

CNN.com When love goes wrong - & bizarre mission

Istaeli, Palestinian leaders to meet with Rice
‘Rawhide' sintjer Frankie Laine dies at 93

Ancient boy's skeleton sparks evalution debate

How to of the Day
Hows to Remaove Caloring YWashed in to Clothes

Huow to Take and Sell Celebrity Pholos

San Francisco Chronicle - all 1874 related »

Mews Analysis. Many vaices, no debate
International Herald Tribune - all 1486 related »

China retakes centre stage in Morth Korea crisis
Reuters Alerthet - all 676 related »

Pak. investigatars try to identify suicide bormber
killed
Hindu - all 242 related »

[£3
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2 RSS SYNDICATION

To offer an RSS feed, the following steps have to be taken:

Y Create a page with one or more content elements of the Page collection, Media list,

and/or Media overview type.

0 Make sure the page is not visible in the navigation, because it should not be
possible to surf directly to this page. This can be indicated on the parent page

navi

at O6Subsequent pages® and 6Do not show in
o Uncheck 6l nclude in search engi sersétoshowe cause
this page in the search results.
Y Next to 6Presentationd, select O6RSS 2.0 feedd or

that will be used for RSS feeds. These are the defaults for RSS.

£ medialijst: News
Presentatie: | Wil Media collection element RSS 2.0 fee v
Titel: [News
ems: |y v gports and Exercise Injuries Gepuhliceerd [ Werwijder
2 | Smokers offered money to give up  Gepubliceerd [ Werwijder
3 | Bladk cat, white cat (trailery Gepuhliceerd [ Werwijder

doelpagina

Y Onthe File > Properties > Design menu,sel ect next to

60Presentati

2.0 feedo or 6 AUuse the shmeOdefduk asdtbe. default for the content

element:

-3 http:{idoc-manage.gxwebmanager.com - MyWeb - Content settings - Framework... E‘@|E|

P Current settings own settings

Presentation: Wik RSS 2.0 feed ¥
Style: = Select b

[] Use settings of " RSS Feed"

P Pass on current settings to underlying @contents and pages on the same

level
[ cebruiken
Aanbieden
Apply | Close
&] Daone  nternet
| . |
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Going directly to the page that holds the RSS feed will look like this:

©) Offering - Mozilla Firefox
File Edit “iew History Bookmarks Tools Help

- - @ ﬁ |L| http:ff127.0.0, 1:8080 webjshow/id=73960/langid=42 |'| [}] -'|

Subscribe to this feed using |EJ Live Bookmarks v|

[ abways use Live Bookmarks to subscribe to feeds

Subscribe Now

Offering

Sports and Exercise Injuries
Smokers offered money to give up

Black cat, white cat (trailer

Done

The underlying page source looks like:

¥) Source of: http:/127.0.0.1: BOBOAveb/showfi id-42 - Mozilla Firefox
File Edit Wew Help

<Smml version="i.0" %
<rss version="2.0">
<channel>
<titlerOffering</titles
<link>http://127.0.0.1:8080/ web/ show/ id=73962/ langid=42</Link>
<description></description>

<item>
<title>Sports and Exercise Injuries</titler
<link>http://127.0.0.1:5080/ web/show/id=75934/ langid=42/content id=99</1ink>
<description></description:
<pubDate>3at, 26 Jul 2008 12:00:00 GHT</pubDate>
</item>
<item>
<title>Smokers offered money to give up</title>
<link-http://127.0.0.1:8080/ web/show/id=75934/ langid=42/content id=100</1link>
<description></description>
<pubDate>Sun, 27 Jul 2008 10:00:00 GHT</pubDate>
</ item>
<item>
<titlerElack cat, white cat (trailer)</title>
<linkrhttp://127.0.0.1:58080/ web/show/ 1d=75934/ langid=42/content id=102 </ 1ink>
<description></description>
<pubDate>MNon, 25 Jul 2008 05:00:00 GHMT</pubDate>
</ item>
</ channel>
</rss>
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3 RSS AGGREGATION

3.1 Using RSS feed on a page

Select the page where the RSS feed should be offered, from the Insert > Connectors > RSS

Feed menu. Add the RSS feed content element, give it a title, enter the correct URL, indicate
which items should be shown and how often the information should be updated. If the number of
(news) items is not restrict ed, they will all be shown. | f no value is entered for the update
frequency, content will always be retrieved when the page is req uested (see the next section for
more information on this parameter).

RSS Feed d = - =

Subtitle: |BE-C— Have your say

MNewysfeed URL: |h1:q:u ffnewesrss. bbe, co.uk fres mewsonline

Show news item: |1 through |5
Update frequency: |3IIIIII seconds

http://newsrss.bbc.co.uk  is an example of a website offering RSS feeds. Various feeds are
available, such as news, sports, science, and gossip.

The result will look like this:

< > MyWeb

Content ‘Wilh (nnfiguralion| Site maintenance Fxlernal databases| Personalization Design

Home * With configuration * Connectars * RSS Feed * Using

Using
BBC news 'Have your say’
B
Page saction Are free elections in Zimbab i bl
M3 Office imports (159-06-2008]
Newslattars
e ——
I Zirnbabwe's opposition leader Margan Tsvangiral has sought refuge in the Dutch embassy in Harare, Where
check spaling i zimbabwe heading?

Langusge suitch

Media Repositor .
e What is the worst ever cover song?

(24-06-2008]

Oueniew
User interaction

-
Application . S . . . .
Celine Dion is respansible for the warld's warst cover version, a pall of music experts has decided, Do you
e agree with their choice?
i ]

Are your clothes ethically made?
(22-06-2008]

A BBC investigation has discovered children in India making clothes for the UK high street chain Primark.
How confident are you thst your clathes have not been made using child labaor?

Should internet domain names be opened up?
(23-06-2008)

Internet raegulators will vote on whether or not to allow new dormain narmes. Should the internet be openad
up in this way?

Can the UN stop rape as a weapon of war?
(20-06-2008)

The United Nations Security Councl has voted to cassify rape as a tactic in war and a threat to international
secutity, Do you agres with the UN's decision?

POF version

reative online developrnant BV,
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3.1.1 Update frequency

The first time an RSS feed is requested, the contents of the RSS is saved on the page with a time
stamp and then shown to the visitor.

When the page is requested and, for example, 600 seconds has been entered for the update
frequency, a check is run first to see if there is saved content less than 600 seconds old. If there
is, the content is shown. If there is not, new content is retrieved from the provider, stored on the
page, and shown to the visitor.

If the update frequency is not entered, content is always retrieved from the provider. This is not
very efficient and annoying for the provider if this happens a lot. It could even result in the
requesting website being locked out.

[ | | | |
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3.2 Using RSS feed in Firefox

To use an RSS feed directly, the following steps have to be taken:

Y  Go to the website that offers the RSS feed.
to the relevant RSS feeds appears on the right side of the status bar

the URL:

B

Subscribe to ‘R3S aanbieder'..,

9 CNN.com - Breaking News, U.5., World, Weather, Entertainment & Video News - Mozilla Firefox

File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

mccom- Member Center: Sign In | Register

Y Select the desired RSS feed. This RSS feed can also be added to the bookmarks:

Mame: | CMM, cam - Breaking Mews, 11,5, Warld, '-.-'-.|
Create in: | |7 Bookmarks w | E]

oK l [ Cancel ]

3 CNN.com - Breaking News, U.S., World, Weather, Entertainment & Video News - Mozilla Firefox

File Edit WVew History selGiENSE Tools Help

F p—
(3] - - s_m /IJ} O http:/fwww.cnn.com/ &~ & |'| \k]
== Subscribe to 'CNM - Top Stories [RSS]'..
n = ]
 Getting Started (1 Latest Headines Subscribe to ‘NN - Recent Stories [RSS] .
SITURTIONROUWTOUDOEETTONIGHT ~ PAULA ZAHN NOW  LARRY KING 1 %%

SEARCH @ THEWEB O CHH.COM |
Home World U.S. Weather Business Sports Analysis Politics Law Tech Science Health Entertainment Of{R

In Mozilla Firefox, an orange icon that leads
or on the right of

Y  From now on, this RSS feed can be viewed from the bookmarks in Mozilla Firefox:

<:E| B . @] Bookmark This Page... Ctrl4D L:.||'| [}] |v|

Subscribe to This Page
@ Getting Started ) Lates
Organize Bookmarks...

m |~ Bookmarks Toolbar Folder ’
(@ NPNE ,

=) Quick Searches

IOBES TONIGHT  PAULA ZAHN NOW  LARRY KING LIVE

ANDERS

| Searc

SEARCH [OF | Firefox and Mozila Links

[ chN. com - Breaking News, U.5., World, Weath...
e ence He e e 0

orld

UPDATED: 9:21 a.m. EST, February 19, 2007

LATEST NEWS

aR1n
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